hs 5 


— 
Fong 


ret, Coven 
ily, ge at the. Eh en 


1 1 
e 8 
* wu T£ 4 
pag”. 


* Z 
1 
r 


— ot * 


hk. 
f 
- 
- 
© 
— 
W— 1 
#4 
* 
* * 
os 
— 


+ OP 


2 


* 
1 
s 
* 
0 
3 
« 
* 
LF 5 
* 
74 * 2 
. 5 4 
8 5 * 
4 
* 3 N * 7 
4 a da} 8 
GS + 5, _ I 
2 ta 
3 
i 7 Ku OY 
3 : . 
33-5 oy Rs: 
4 7» * - 
. LE : 
£ £ WS, by . 1 
' g * WF 
2: 1 3 9 
7 5 . 
7 og 2 : ? 
* j 4 * 1 
” * * N 
3 4 K as 
* — 
WE N 
£ — 
. N 
$ 46 
4M; + - 
* 
— 2 
; 2 


* 


5 
— 
* * * 
47 
1 
7 
4 
T 
oof 
F * 
1 


* 

Wes Ss 
* 

4 

* 


that motion. He would not now comment upon 


- following Preſentment of the Grand 


Irn Francis BunxpETr ſaid, That, previous to 
making the motion of which he had given 

notice ſome days back, he wiſhed to lay before tze 
_ Houſe certain documents, upon which it was his 
intention to ground the propriety and neceſſity af 


3 


*#- 


the nature of the facts contained in theſe documents; 
indeed, they ſpoke but too forcibly for themſelves, 
He would content himſelf with reading the docu- 
ments, if the Houſe would have the patience to 
hear him. The Honorable Baronet then read the. 

| and Traverſe - 
Juries of the County of Middleſex, on the ſubjeck 
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that, reſpecting the order, they readily granted it, for 
_ viſiting the priſon, and that, if any thing appeared to them 
improper. or materially wrong, while there, it would come 
properly before them in a preſentment from them as the 
Grund Jury; and then, if neceſfary, they ſhould havfe 
power to examine witneſſes even upon oath... In conſe | 


Auence of the order being given, the priſon-was viſited; and; 
the following preſentment was given into the Court the 99 5 
diately before they, as a Grand . - 


Ziſt May 1800, imme 


Jury, were diſcharged. 
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„ . IF 5 "i FF 
| PRESENTMENT OF THE f 
don rut COUNTY OF Mil You LESE 


A2 Tus GENERAL 355108 or rut PE £8, dolvzn es, „ 
THE 841 COUNTY, AT; THE $£891@N$;E ITS 
" CLEAKENWELL-=GREEN), ON THES7T, 1 b 
MAY, IN THE 'FORTIETH YEAR O THE. 
REIGN OF OUR LORD THE xis es 


IN conſequence of the appearance of a witneſs that 
was brought before us in a proſecution, we conſidered it 
our duty to obtain an order of this Court to viſit the pri- 
ſon in Coldbath- Fields, for the purpoſe of enquiry into the 

ſtate of that priſpn, and particularly reſpectiug the care 
and attention that is paid to the fick; and the following 
obſervations are the reſult of that enquiry, _ | 

That frem the cleanlineſs and good order preſerved | | mw 
there, we confider it the beſt conducted priſon 0 

ſaw, for priſoners after conviction, the article of bedding. 8 
alone excepted, which: certainly appears to us by no 
means ſufficient, even for the ſummer ſeaſon; 
That, for priſoners before, conviction, we think direly. | 
| hi contrary, inaſmuch 2 no proviſion is made for them, 
but bread and water, and the difficulty, if not the imm 
poſſibility, of obtaining admiſſion for their friends to ſes 
them, renders it a melancholy and dangerous ſituation, 
and appears to us contrary to the principle of our happy 
Conſtitution, which has wiſely provided that no eee 
ment ought to take place till after conviction. 

The caſe of Mary Rich, that firſt induced us to viſit thet 
place, is a caſe/in poiat, ſhe being a perſon who has ſuf- 
fered a ſevere injury, for which ſhe is about to proſecute, 
has been confined' there more than a month, without any 
proviſion but bread and water, and whoſe friends, from” 
their poverty, and other difficulties, have not ſent ber 
any animal food but twice during that time; ſhe is 

now exceedingly ill, and we think it our duty to ſay ne 1 
ought to be immediately removed from that place, and 
put under the care of proper perſons, with every ne, 1 


U 


S ad convenience the nature of e „ 
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© The appearance of the infirmary is very favourable, but 
de ſick, and none apparently dangerous. and viſited by 
eee ip; bur the other parts of the priſon 
appear not to be ſo well attended to, we having found two 
„ perſons in ſeparate cells (one locked up), both very ill, and 
wo do not appear to have been properly attended by the 
Kat Boctoe those eir cumſtances we particularly recommend 
.to your lerions and attentive enquiry, truſting, at the ſame W 
time, that the ſame ſentiments that induced us to obtain | 
this information will alſo influence you to render the ſitua- 
tion of the unhappy perſons confined there as free from 
complaints of this kind as the nature of their caſes will 


_ admit, V 

„„ JOHN CAMPBELL, Foreman, WILLIAM AVELING. I. 

II THOMAS FLIGHT ' WILLIAM THOMPSON | 

CCC ̃ ⁰ HAEE --. WILLIAM MARCHANT 

pp. DEACON. © + © WICLIAM-NEWPORT 

= + STOBN NAISH: e 
JW . 

6 WILLI SH Mr. GRENTII Nes 
. Nicholas GARLING Mr. BELLIN GEEK 

S. CHARLSWORTH © Mr. WYLLEEͤ 7 


7 * 
8 * 


To 


72 


e 
* 
— 


or THE HOUSE OF CORRECTION, COLDBATH-F1ELDS, ON 
E gOTH OF;MAY AND FTH OF JUNE 1800, | „ö 


vu THE TRAVERSE JURY, FOR CLERKENWELL, . 


O Friday the 3oth of May, we, the Traverſe Jury, 
© -%* _” "yiſited the Coldbath-Fields Priſon ; and, being intro- 
dauuced to that part of the gaol where the Mutineers are 
' _..._ confined, we ordered the Tarnkeys to withdraw, that the 
priſoners might with the greater freedom communicate 
to us the treatment they received; becauſe when 
ve firſt queſtioned them they heſitated, being fearful of 
anſwering, dreading the ſeverity of the Governor in 
7 ®-caſe he ſhould know they made any complaint. But we 
f © _ told them our intention was to inſpect into the real fitug- 
FF _ -rion of the priſoners in gener al; and, ſnhould it appear that | 
any of them had juſt cauſe of complaint, we would report 
it to the Court, and endeavour . 
ö 5 : EA . 15 . Fe GE 3: 0p ving 
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the winter was ſevere to the extreme 
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" nlogabia 8 chem aur rpro 0 


us that their allowance of food Wal better now 1 what. 


> Mo 0 hey —— 


they formerly were ſupplied witl 3. but that their allow- * x" | * : 


ance even at preſent was not ſufffeegt 20 ſupport human 
nature; and they declared their ſuffering by cold during _ 

| and many of them 

ſiaid, they had ſcarcely a bit of ſhoe to their fe 1 

1 them complained that money was fert 
| friends at the priſon- gate, which they ne 
. proceeded to a gallery, where we found aman named 
= Jones lying in a.cell, with a handkerchief bound round his 
head. He appeared te be extremely ill, and we demanded 


to know the cauſe of his complaint & his reply was— , _ 


e cruel treatment, and related to us as follows: That 
one evening in the month ef Auguſt 1798, after he had 
gone to bed, a Turnkey opened his cell door, laying, 
Why do you make a noiſe ?”—He anſwered,” '* 1 have 

not made à noiſe; bat I ſuppoſe the noiſe was occaſioned 

by ſome of the priſoners cloſing the window. ſhutters TT 
their cells,” — The Turnkey faid, © You are a damned 

_ . villain,” and made uſe of other abuſive. language, which 
- induced him (Jones) to ſit up in bed. At that moment the 
\. Turnkey ſtruck at his head with. a bunch of keys, 2 

muſt have proved fatal if part of the keys had not 

againſt the 


Pall, which broke the dangerous effect of the 
Turnkey: then withdrew ; but returned bent 

morning, A again opened tlie cell, ſaying, Come 
along with me, Jones, to be ironed. Pant Eh What, 
replied Jones; © if [ had committed an offence k ought - 

"tobe toned; but I bave committed none.“ During 

- this altercation the Goyernor came up, and beat him 
with a (tick till he broke it to pieces; then be renewed 
the aſſault with his fiſts, and beat him in a cruel' manner; 
after which, he took him to the yard and loaded him witn 
irons, which were not taken off his limbs for ſeveral 

5 months after. And Jones declared to us that he never 

enjoyed an hour's health race he was ſo dene beat 
by the Governor. 

We next examined ſome beds which appenred "like | 
5 chaff, (being worn-out ſtraw) y and a ſmall horſe-rug and 
a thin ſmall blanket, very coarſe, for covering, all of the 

worſt quality, and which we conſider by no means a 
. or ſufficient bed or ONE any human N 

e | | wy.” 
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IM 25 * _ and. the, 0 
Bk £2 þ fo them; as if. it waz calculated to lengthen out a miſerable _ 


4 10 

e 3 of illneſt; 3 Pe” 1 ge. 

| e appearance of men worn out by 

FD &: . they-complained of being de» 
barred of every induigetice conſidered neceſſary-to NG 


life defirableevendedied the privilege of attending Divine 
eſſaries of life ſo ſparingly diſtributed 


«= Xttence fer the: irpoſe of puniſhment ; they acknows | 
1. 22 that theft former crimes deſerve any puniſhment the 

"Jaws of their country may inflict; and they greatly lament- 

that they have not an opportunity of ſerving his Mae. 
10 make every reparation in thei n as an atonement 
for their paſt offences. 

After leaving the mutineers, ve were cond acted — 
Jeveral galleries to the kitchen, where we ſaw the copper 
| where the priſaners' meat is boiled; the copper is divided 
into two parts, one fide large and the other fide. ſmall 
10 the [mall ſide was ſome broth, which they in 
il 4 formes us was intended for the priſoners next day; ſome - 
of the. Jurors: taſted the broth, which was then rich 
and very good; but, on a farther enquiry, it =: ogra; 
chat a quantity of water boiled in the large fide of the 


| +, Copper with oatmeal, rice, and ſometimes potatoes, was 75 


added to the broth in the ſmall ſide of the copper, con- 


ſequeotly it muſt be very poor broth, when at leaſt three - i 1 
_ times the quantity of water was to be mixed with the bees 


þ xc that we aw firſt, before it was divided Range; the. 


tloners, 
chen we went to the v women s ſide of We 
= Saba, and paſſed through the laundry and ſick ward, which 
were very clean; but there were few ſick perſons in the 
5 Hoſpital. We proceeded through a gallery, where there 


+ were a number of women, but they made no complaint 5 


do us. We next went to a yard, where there were ſeveral 
men and boys apparently very ill; they complained that, 

they had not ſufficient food, which they alledged to be 

.- - the caufe of theic illacſs, nor had they proper medical 
aſſiſtance. — One man in particular, ſaid he had been as 6 

offlicted with the flux for two years paſt, which his weak 

appearance denoted, and we thiak he ought to be rag 

to the lick ward. 

We then left the interior of the gaol and walked: on a | 


be path * the OE my * e we e conſulte 
And 
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Fields Priſon, on Wedneſday the 3 
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 * cory or ALerTER PROM Jaws JoHNgtox, now Conened | 
3/2 0 ies OTHER COLNE ISL ³˙ m CE 


_  * THE moment is faſt approaching. in which I expect to rejoin thag - 
| Supreme Being the Author of my exiſtence, at whoſe an ful Tribunal 
| 1 muſt render an account of my ,aftions whether good or. bad—and as 
I find wy end fo faſt approaching, I feel it neceſfary here at this critical | 
| JunQure, to flate the real cauſe of this my prefent miſerable fituation. 
In the preſence of God; 1 ſolemnly declare that the rineipal, and 1 3 
really believe only, caufe of my preſent fickneſs hag 5 occaſionel 
by the ſeverity of my conffnement, want of food to ſupport naturecr © 
and bad attendance when firft >Mified; I have not flrength not ability. f ; 
to ennumerate the many inſſames of eruelty 1 have experienced, * ; 
but ſuffice, it to ſay (and it is not poſſible at this awful mamept, 1 
thould belye my;d ing ſoul), that my death hay been occaſioned by the 
above flatcd"-reaſons, the truth of whiel Y call God the Fathes _ 
x DIE Fe —_— - „ N | WE, Almighty 
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ſee or heat of this unfortunate man the firſt day we viſited. 
that gaol, ner had we before ſeen another gallery wherein 
5 e r ee of priſoners that complained of 

being ill, which their emaciated appearance clearly de - 
noted. They attributed their diſeaſes to bad treatment 


v. - : 
"BE 


55 and want of ſuffi jent food; and the medicine given to 


them they conſider of no utility, as they believe it is no- 
thing but vinegar and water (we have fance been informed - 
that is vitriol and water), and the ſame fort of medicine 


is adminiſtered for every different diſeaſe. Amongſt thoſe 


perſons there was one man who ſeemed to be in a high 

fever, and unable to ſit up; he ſaid he was confined to 
his bed, ſince the 28th of April laſt, and had often ſent for 
the Doctor during that period, but could only ſee him 
twice. Being ſo weak that he could not eat the priſoan 
allowance, he requeſted the: Doctor to order him ſome- 
thing that he could eat; but the Doctor told him, if he 
did not eat the priſon allowance he might go without any: 
however, he has allowed him to have a pint of milk per 


We next went to that part of the priſon where debtors, 
paupers, and vagrants are uſually confined, which we were 
not ſhewn on our former viſit. That place exhibited a true 
| - FiQure _ of -wretchedneſs, diſgraceful to bumanity. -'1n-the - 
__- firſt room there lay a poor man, in a corner, named 


Gat, 


„ - Almighty to witneſs, and further it is my dying requeſt (if it muſt be 


my lot to go) that J. Lewer, C. Painter, J. Simpſon, J. Douty, ' 
B. Connoroy and J. Hudſon, Seamen, ſhould be called my my 
Jury, as men who are well acquainted with the treatment I have re- 
-| ceived, and who, will, I am well convinced, ſpeak nothing but the 
truth; as witnefs that theſe are my true ſentiments, and word fot word 
what I have diQated to be written for me, I have fubſeribed my name, 
. Es (Signed) James JOHNSTON, Seaman. 
r. s. DEAR FRIEND, JJV 
AS Jam at the point of Death, being far worſe than ever, I 
requeſt you will, if poſſible, ſee the Coroner of this Houſe Jury, 
and ſhould it pleaſe God, that I, am to depart this life, to give him the 
encloſed, Which are the truth. I have a friend who will give yowthe 
_ earlieſt notice of my demiſe, ſhould it ſo be. I have not time to ſay 


7 \ 


7 i more, nor am I able to conclude, =5 {074 8 . f 
5 a Wi Tour obliged Friend. | 
To Mr. J. S. Jordan, No. 166, ' "though undone. 
Fla fret, London, (Signed) J. JounsroNy” 
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ä Davis, with fcarcely a rag to cover him; he had been 
committed for one month, and 2 to be entremex 
Ul; Our Foreman, anxious to alcertain the real ſituation „„ 
of the priſoners, went to the corner of the room, where the 
poor man lay; but was ſo overcome by the difagreeable 
ſtench of the place that he could hardly retire without 
fainting. From this ſcene of miſery-we proceeded 0 an 
— upper room, in the ſame part of the priſon, Where We 
£1 _ diſcovered eight unfortunate beings who were confined di 
under the Vagrant Act. It appeared that each of them 
had only a pound of bread and water, per day for ſuſte k 
nance, unleſs by accident that ſome broth: was left by the 
other priſoners, which ſeldom happened. They had only 2 5 
three ſmall ſtraw) mattraſſes for the eight perſons to ſleep 
' on, without an atom of covering but the rags which they. 
had on their backs on coming into the gabl. In addion 
to their other misfortunes, ſome of them complained: ok 
being tortured with vermin, which they caught from the 
filth of the place for want of clean ſtraw; and poverty is 
the offence which ſubjects our fellow - creatures to ſuemm 
eln kk as ne pe a oe os 
_ . © We next viſited that part where the ſlate priſoners are 
_ - confined ; they appear to be tolerably well accommodated. 
in one room; but they complain that the keeper withholds =_ 
from each of them 138. 4d. per week for ſuſtenance, being 
the money allowed to them by Government, which they 
think ſhould be at their own diſpoſal, as they could ſupply. 
themſelves with victuals at a leſs expence, aud more to 
their ſatisfaction, which would enable them to ſave ſome ß 
the money allowed to them, to ſend tq their ſtarving fami- | 


h lies in the country, JJ nn EO nts eg NS, 5 5 1 
William Cheetham, one of the ſtate priſoners from Man- 
erchief at 4's. from one Naß, © 


J)) ˙ A ²˙·* TS 
8 i 8” N N 4 -FF7 
* 


* 


S XX 


W 


chefter, bought a ſilk handke s. A 

+ a priſoner; and James Aris, the Governor's ſon, ſeized the 
" ſaid handkerchief a c e rage time ago, and bas ſince 
withheld it, though he often promiſed to return it, of pay - 
the 45. that it coſt.— Add in November laſt, the fad 
William Cheetham ſent a new ſilk kandkerchief to the 5 
laundry to be waſhed, which coſt 7 s, which he has nevernr 
| fitce received back from the ſaid James Aris, Who has te 
care of the laundry. {Another complaint was made by an 
American, captain of a ſhip named Cowan, That on Gin 4 4 
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Vas well treated'duribg the laſt four days, but for 


T 
100. of lat x June * Wan tha pute)! wit 
d * (icholfſon the keeper's clerk, with a draft 

50 Webb and Lawford, of Cannon ſtreet, to 

receive. cath for the ſame; that Nicholfon gave him 131. 
in part of the money next day, and a pair of pantaloons 

11. 48. but that he could never obtain the remain- 
' Falance ſince Nicholſon” followed us out of the 


. Ne and acknowledged he” had 'Cowan's money ; bur 


ould ſettle” With him the next day, and chiremed us wor? 


55 16 mention it in CSbft. , e 


We next viſited the mens ſick ward, age aj vine”. 
"a anck only ſaw one patient there, whoſe complaint 5 
he ſcurvy, though at that ume there were a amber . 
of Acer, wn whom we had ſcen in ſo bad a ſtate ef health, 
_thar they ought to have been admitted into the hoſpital.” 

We then went to 'the women's hoſpital, and there 1 
a girl, under fourteen years of age, named Mary Rich; 
855 had beef very ill for ſome time, though her mifferable 
Condition was concealed from us when we had vifited the 
Jail before. We enquired of her what was Her tomplaint,” 


and how ſhe Was treated in the priſon ; ſhe ſajd* that f ſne 


five weeks before fie bad been badly off in every felptet y 
Having nothing to eat but a little bread and wsteff exeept 
ſome broth' every fecond day. That ſhe lay very badly in” 
à cell, No- $5 with two other women, and onejef: theme 
lay with her on à very narrow bedſtead. We immediately: | 
The to the cell where ſhe had been confined in, and me- 
red the bed dſtead, "which was only. two feet four inches 
wide. We aſked” the keeper's ſon; James Aris, how he 
ught two perſons could reſt on ſuch a. narrow bedſtends 
by replies, it Was very common to put two perſons in oge 8 
| bed, as they could lie head and tail very well. 
"Tt appeared, that the young girl was committed for! the. 
fe of giving evidence apainſt a, perſon; that had a- 

A 135 her; but ihe next morning after e ſaw. her; à cer- 
Scate Was read If Court from the priſon doctor, Rating 
fier to beſs i, thar ſhe could not de brought! into Court F 
to, ive evidence. T n 
E examined the elk which are about Gx fer wild 


ä bg" eight” or nine feet long <2” window with wboden: * 


chatten, about ſeven fect above” the 1 and andthet 


5 
. 2 | 3 


% 


\ 


e a Ihe! PRs Ih floors are. meet 1 
walls are brick unplaſtered, whigh in the winter ſeaſon 
| moſt be very injurious to health, At there i is no methad 
communicating fire to dry or air the cells, and we four 
| ſuch, places are inſtrumental in affliting thoſe who ha E 
os hard fortune to inhabit them with diſcaſes that ca 


terminate in a lingering death. | Acroſs - -thoſe cells, ” 


8 er the window, are three planks raiſed io anſuer the 
purpoſe of a bedſtead; on which a ſtraw mattraſs is placed, 
with a ſmall thin blanket and coarſe horſe rug; many-of - 
thoſe mattraſſes were ſo chafed down and worn out, that 
no perſon could take proper reſt on them for want of freſh. 
ſtrau, The priſoners are not permitted to have any thing 
in their cells to fit og. Their allowance is faid to be 4 
pound of bread per day, and four days in the week they 
have about fix ounces of meat, with ſome broth. But We 
apprehend, by the complaints of the priſoners, they are 


very ſhort of that allowance. Aud we: underſtand the: 
8 priſoners. are not permitted to Weigh: their meat, nor is any, 


petſog permitted to ſee that the priſoners have their proper 


allowance that is e wig to tl e 12 85 and þ e 5 
3 gaoler. e 


We Gy V: * * # 1 
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he Hon. une keln Hated; it as bil wiſh; that 

a * 15 ſhould refolve itſelf into a Committee, 
to conſider of the facts now laid before them, and 
1 Grand Jury, and all the acting Magiſtrates? 
Middleſex, who could throw light upon the? 
ſubject, ſhould be called to the bar of the "Houſs, N 


and be there examined. He would only move, 


however, for the preſent, that the preſentment of” 1 


the Grand Jury ſhould be laid on the table ok the 


Houſe. 25 


Mr. We oſs to Joke! this) motion. He 


ſaid he ſhould be aſhamed, if he conceived it at all * 


neceſſary to uſe arguments to induce Gentlemen to 
adopt the motion of his Hon. Friend, after the 


detail of ſuch ſhameful and incopteſtible facts. if I 1 : 


the Houle refuſed en quiry, it would be loſt to every 


ben 'of what Was is to its own Ggnitys its ju? 
9 „ 5 : 0 2 5 . 


tice, 


3 


| a > 16 1 a \ 
"ai; meh wendy. - When he n 
worthy Baronet on the ſubject laſt year, he was 
fully impreſſed with the real injuries to which the 
Poor unfortiinate perſons confined in Coldbath- 
e Ones were e but from the papers which 
the Houte: had juſt heard read it appeared that 
. miſchief was not then diſtinctly and wholly felt; 
the ſituation of the priſon was impertectly known. 
The Magiſtrates were then impoſed upon by the 
artifices of the Governor, ſo as to give à favourable! 
account of the ſtate of things; the Judges who 
approved of the conduct of the Magiſtrates from 
their bench& had been impoſed on; and in con- 
ſequence of that the Houſe was alſa ĩmpoſed on. 
The Houſe, therefore, was unintentionally. mage. * 
party in all that exaction? oppreſſion and ner lüg. 
8 eh, had ſince taken place within thoſe walls 
Nothing was more clear, than that the Magi- : 
ſtrates and Houſe were. groſsly abuſed; for wien 
any perſons went to examine the priſon, "it Was be | 
practice of the Governor only to ſhew them thoſe 
1 which would beſt bear inſpection, and + every 
Thing which would tend to criminate him in the 
leaſt, was ſtudiouſſy kept out of ſight. In parti - 
cular, that part of the priſon where the vagtants 
© were confined was a deſideratum of confinement. 
. They were perſons convicted of no crime, whoſe 
only fault was poverty; yet they were doomed to 
* - ſtarve on bread and water, and ſpend their days in 
18 "Sith and {qualidneſs. - The very Jurymen who 
Vviflñlted them almoſt; fainted at the ſtench, of their 
- wems cells! To ſuffer ſuch abuſes 1 in this coun- 
: a was no longer to be endured. / 
"i He might be told the Magiſtrates, never refuſed. 
7 5 redreſs, when properly applied to, but he muſt fay, 
it was no very ſtrong proof of the Magiſtrates do- 
| *. their © us. that nh Mea acts of TRE. 
q! „ 1 5 * 
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. were ci 1 he Houſe, 3 it; & 
valued. its own reputation, or at all regarded the - 
rights of humanity, could nöt fail, as ſpecdily a 
poſſible to inveſtigate this matter to the bottom. 
Had the magiſtracy of the country done their duty, 
ſuch diſgraceful ſcenes could never have occurred. 85 
What could equal ſuch enormity? The unfor- 

tunate priſoners were abuſed and plundered by thei 
mercileß keepers, who afterwards implored th 
15 urymen to conceal their villainy from the knows, 
93 edge of the Magiſtrates. 
. He was told laſt * year, that he ET 1 5 Baronet. 
8 took bis report from mutineers; mis, on this occa- 
; ſion Gentlemen had heard the Report of Grand 
= and Traverſe Juries: Before the. 00 1005 were over, 
s he hoped effectual meaſures would be taken to put 
a ſtop to thoſe abuſes, and that members. would 
let their ſummer amuſements give way to conſide- 
. rations. due to their unfortunate fellow creatures, 
languiſhing, tortured in cells, in a dreary, noxious 
and .cruel goal. Upon the whole, therefore, he 
| hoped the motion would be agreed to, and that the 
Houſe would alſo agree to a motion for going into 
a Committee, It was not of much conſequence to 
him, whether the Committee was a ſelect one, or 
2 Committee of the whole Houſe, . 
= Mr. Mainwaring ſpoke with ſome warm 5 
5 in re ly to the laſt. Speaker. He ſaid the paper 
— the Honorable Baronet was unauthentic, 5 
inflammatory and falſe He juſtified the conduct. 
of the Magiſtrates. They viſit the goal regularly, 
and the preſentment of the Grand Jury, as well as 
wee reſult of the examination of the Traverſe Jury, 
. were acted on by the Priſon Committee. I he 
| Magiſtrates, neyer received. any report from the 
"Traverſe Jury fimilar to that which had been read. 
The udges recelved. a cop * notes or N 
. : dums 
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PR from 3 yard TY theſe notes wed 5 
referred to that Committee, certain r 8 1 
were accordingly adopted in dhe goal. The paper 
indeed could not have been intended for the hnands 
of the Magiſtrates; but only for the hands it went 
to, in order to bring the ſubjed before Parliament 
with all the force of Losung which the imagination 
. of Gentlemen could give it. Here the worthy | 
„ read a Liſt Sf Articles declared ſervic- 
able and unfervicable by the Committee of Magiſ- 
trates; among which were upwards of 100 beds 
ſervicable; and about the fame number unſervi- 
ceable; the number. of blankets and rugs bore a 
ſimilar proportion. With reſpect to the mutineers, 
ttheit treatment was as good as their ſituation would 
admit of; and as to Mary Rich, the Magiſtrates 
had examined her, and — that when at home 
with her parents ſhe lived in extreme poverty; ſhe 
was 6ne'of fix children; the mother makes ſoldier's 
buttons at a penny a dozen; the father earns about 
128. a week, and they enerally bought 4 or 5 lb. 
of meat in a week 101 ubſiſt their tamily. Ibeſe 
and other circumſtances formed the report of the 
Magiſtrates, who gave it as their opinion that Mary 
Rich was treated better, and lived more comfort 1 
ahly in the goal than ever ſhne had done with: her 
-parents. Having thus ſubmitted a counter - tate 
ment to the Houle, the wotthy Magiſtrate obſerved 
in concluding, that if the motion ſhould be for 
the production of the preſentment of the Grand 
Jury, and the report of the Committee of Magiſ- - 
trates only, he would not object to lt. * 
Mr. CuARLES YorKE wilhed to know; whenes 
the Honorable Baronet got the paper deſcribed iy” a> 
be the report of the Traverſe Jury. Eo 
Sir FxAxeis Bug DHT wiſhed both papers to 
be A on . table; but a8 the Honourable: Gen- 
_ Teman _— 
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| 1 Grand Jury on the table was then put and agreed to. £ 


ie Xi \ 19. 33 
n cb whether the r 3 ene 
Ji ury exiſted in an official, form, he ſhould, 1 21 47 be. 


fiſt inſtance, move that the preſentiment..0 
Grand Jury only be laid on the table. The man 5 


ner the report of the Traverſe Jury came into his. 
poſſeſſion was this: It was delivered to him . 


the foreman and two of the Jury, who; waitgd, on; 
him, as they expreſsly ſtated, that Juſtice; might, 


by. ſome means ox other, be procured. If the: Houſe: 
ſhould: agree to go into a Committee, it was. his- 
intention to propoſe that thoſe minen ſhot Id be 
examined at the Bar. 1 e 

Mr. TixRNET wiſhed to 3 from what . 


ſeription of Magiſtrates the ſtatements came, which ; 


were referred to by the Honorable Gentle man, 
(Mr. Mainwaring)? 


Mr. oe eo fad, that one of een, 


a report from the priſon Committee to the general, 
body of Magiſtrates. . 
The motion for laying the preſentment of . 


. 


Sir F. Bunpgrr then moved, that the mſpecton,, 
of the Traverſe Jury ſhould be laid on the table, 
The ArTroRNXEXJ GENERAL ohjected to this, a8 


the, dpcucents as not eat to Po, to * herd 5 


N 


the pipe ory to the the mos of the 8 
Seſgions for Middleſex. He truſted the Houſe 
would agree to an enquiry ; for the circumſtances 
to be collected even from the ſtatement of the 
worthy Magiſtrate were calculated to create great 
public uneaſineſs. The Honorable Member 

going on i to e . be was not all intereſted, © 
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(ae 15 
1 the glettias Fram any other motives th Yan that * 
_ general defire that no unneceſſary cruelty ſhould 
be excerciſed;; no feelings of party actuated his 
[Here the Attorney Gineral ſmiled Mir. Tierney 
id, The Honorable and. Learned Gentleman 
f need not ſmile. 1 ſtate what cannot be contradicted. 
F took no ſhare in the debates on this ſubject laſt 
year. I even did not vote on it. Why then does 
the Fend Gentleman ſmile, as if he  infiauated_ , 
I am under the influence of improper motives. 
But this habit of the Learned Gentleman has of 
Aste grown almoſt inveterate ;- but 1 tell him Yo had 
: better not ſmile in his ſneering way at me.” 
The ATTORNEY. GENERAL aflured- with that 
** was under a great miſtake, if he ſuppoſed that 
he bore him any perſonal ill-will. They had for- 
| 5 lived | in friendſhip; and he ould be 9 to 
0 "Mir. Tr ERNEY "conflaldia; that the impre on 
upon his mind was, that the Right Honorable Gen- 
tleman was perſonally hoſtile to him, and on one 
occaſion particularly, when he thougbt he aſcribed | 
ts him improper motives. Perhaps he felt this the 
more, on account of the ſtrict intimacy that ſub- 
fiſted between them during ſo great a part of their 
lives: but he was perfectly ſatisfied with the preſent 
explanation. 3 | 
A converſation then enſued between the Agora 
NEN GENERAL, Mr. TIERN RR, Mr. Mainwa-- 
RINE, Mr. SHERIDAN, and Mr. BAKER, reſpect- 
ing the wording of the Hon. Baronet's Tool 5 
motion; when ' | 
Mr, BAKER aid, he mould jeg to. Tacks . 
Committee. He thought the interference of the 
_ Houſe would be premature, till the ſubje& had 
been diſcuſſed before the tribunals to: whom! it 1 


eh OW bs 5 1 ©; 
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fo llowing motion 2, e 5% 55 
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to anſw Fo er By bad f ew; 
mitted; the fel 5 1 89 


2 That tber“ be'laid before the Houſe'e copies of il the pre- 2 5 
ſentments of the Grand and, Traverſe Juries made d ti e „ 
7 uſtices of Middleſex, at their General and Quarter, Sele 725 
Bons, Held at Clerkenwell, 518 regard to the conditica 11 | 
of the priſon of Coldbath-Fields; and the” treatment of 
pee confi ned in it, from the rſtiof . 1 7 75 | 
© <illipguiſhing the{dates of the TT Rr =) ann 
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- The motion being read,” ,. 
Mr. SENI AR roſe to Reo: it) bilthe hoped® _ 
it was fully underſtood, that by limiting the Wc el „ 
to theſe papets only, it was not meant that other 
information ſhould be excluded, if the Houſe F 
into that enquiry, which juſtice ſo loudly called 
for. An Hon. Member had” faid} that we'ought* 
to apply to ndther tribunal if cruelty and injuſtiee 
were done; but did not the Houſe 3 appoint a Com- 
mittee on the ſubje& laſt Sefſions 7! and was it not 
part of the firſt buſineſs of every ſeſſions to appoint* 
Committees of Juſtice to take cognizance even of 
the general Government of the Court of Judica- 5 
ture? and undoubtedly ſuch Committees were 
much wanted on certain recent occaſions, when 
expreſſions were uſed by perſons of high character, 
which reflected moſt groſsly on that Houſe. Some 
late expreſſions of a worthy - Prelate' in another 
place, had particularly drawn his attention; and he > 
he took that opportunity of giving notice that he 
would bring the Tubject beſore- the Houle, on ſome | 
future day. | hpi Ad 
Airy refpe&t to the preſent 1 ö , he wis fone? 5 
ful 1 it was too confined 3 in teins s to Set at the obheck 15 
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EY of ks Ken 5 "OT TH What be Lime to . 

in the firſt inftante was, whether the notes alluded 
to by the worthy Magiſtrate related to the firſt or 
ſecond viftt of the Traverſe Jury: this was mate- 


| that, hecauſe her parents were poor, the wretched: 


| Baronet to repreſent. the ſitualion ol the gaol to 


5 May, and the: laſt about the ath of June. The 
ſtatement of the werthy Magiſtrate was ſnch as 

_  ovuphit to 
indeed he was ſhocked to hear fo much of the caſe 
' ofi Mary Rich, and the Magiſtrates concluding by 
giving it as their opinion, that that poor” crearxure 


Report eves of the Grand Jury, that ſhe laid one 

whole night without a blanket; was lying ill at the 

time caught cold in conſequence of it, and nearly. | 
laſt her lite. - Were theſe not circumſtances to ex- 


n 


Why did not the Magiſtrates enquire into this? 
Where, in the law of England, do the Magiſtrates 


kept on bread and water? He thought he bad a 


Fi offender. 40 detain the unfortunate cnn.” 


was offered as an apology for the Magiſtrates, that 
the poor girl came from the ſchool of rte k 


of 24 by, 3 


rial, becauſe the firſt vifit was about the middle of 


— * 


ce the Houſe to enter on the enquiry; 


was Properly treated, while it appeared from the 


eike terror? It was a ſtrange mode of arguing, 
meagre diet of the gaol was excellent food; yet it 
and poverty to that abominable' ie pant: But how 
came lhe there? The Rep ted, that the 
poor child charged ſome. pe Nt committing a. 
Tape on her. - Was that perſon ever proſecuted ?. | 

But ſhe was committed to be detained. as a witneſs. 


read that a perſon complaining of an injury, a pro- 
ſecutor, is to be detained in his own cauſe; and 


right to ſuſpect, from all that was known of the 
officers of the gaol, that they were bribed by the 


It was ſaid that perſons applied "the. Hoo: 
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1 viſhed alſo the motion ſhould include the Procced- : 
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ze | he was as Rokr 4 as ar any g iphd ne, 

BY abu e pal. Uster e 0 unpuniſned, be 
| Gen Wich the 1 on, Gentleman over the way, 

. to 8 5 bai of applying to the Houle upon the 

ſubject in theofirſt-inſtance. ! An application ſhould 

firſt, be made to the Quarter: Seffions, and if it 


ould appear. 9 1 was 0 e 
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Hae = into 1 78 2800 Neri ms | 
proceed . og - 
pers as a ſet of nen ally ded to in the 1 report, 
| who; however enormous hac er their criminality, a 
| 15 not wiſh to ſee crue ly treafed.. He: rather 
appicbengded, bowevet, that. if this claſs ok men, 
namely the mutineers, hac 1100 been confined in 
5 Coldbath-fieles, the Bouſec world never have bear- £ 
any thing reſpecting the condutt of that priſon, 3 

Hr. ae b aid, the Hon, Baronet would have 
5 conſult ed bis duty better if he had brought thiß 
. buſineſs. 655 rher before the Houſe. ., He could not 

avoid ſuſpecting that the motzon proceeded: from a 
| ſet of men confined in the priſon, who had been 
| guilty, of the greateſt offences. By this he by no 

means meant to impute blame to the worthy. Ba- 
kronet; he thought it beneath the dignity of the 
Houle, to perform a taſk which might be done 
much better by the inferior Magiftrates. "How- 
ever as he wiſhed to ſee the buſineſs thoroughly - 
Gifted, he ſhould not object to the motion; Be 


ings of the n 8 be therefore moved, 4 


1 e e thofs. pre 


aid it was" to be. 
Wt ft: 21 Eke Go seg rhich had been 
Alluded to was not called for by this motion; | 2 
Mr. Bate thought that the papers would” be 
> > unineceffity, - unllefs” lome' proceedings were after- 
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0 : Wards bad, which be preſumed was the Hen! Baz. 
8 ronet's intention; and Fe ſtated that he Thould/obs 
Q- ect to the Houſe goin into any Committee at this 5 


time“ 8111 2 10 SN ee 4 Grphgs Py. 3 . 4 
be ametiduient Las 0 0 nd the rote 77 
185 as amendet}, e 3 
* * Mr; Sun SPAN ſaid, he truſted that be was . 
bt 75 ot implic 1 in the alluſion. of the Hon, _ oy 
„„ WH timan; he tid not think! any one ſuſpected him 
xr 45 N a party with thoſe mutineers, who were 

= Aar ſubjedt 1 to the Tigours of confinement 
in 15 that priſon. The fact was, the queſtion bac 
4 WF rotting 9 0 with The dutincers; z it applied” only 


** 
. 


2 
1 


"4 


7 to thole who. were committed as vagrants, of” as 

2 ; . ukneſles; 'or- for ſafe cuſtody- before. trial, or to 

is . perſons whole offence was poverty, the remedy for 

2 Which was eloſe confinement and bread/and Wer. 
A. 4 did appear that they were treated with an im 
N proper degree of ſeverity. If credit was to be 
10 given to the ſtatement of the worthy Magiſtrate, : : 
5 it Was evident they had not found that redreſs, to 

10 obtain which the priſon had' been made ſubject to 

1e the inſpection of a Committe. 3 
v E: He was ſurpriſed to hear the Sete at War DO. 
ly tay, that Parliament ought only to interfere as tze 
5 | laſt reſort. Parliament was bound to ſuperintend „ 
* all fate priſons in the country. Parliament had ©» 
as * h the-Habeas N W 5 it was there „ 
n : VVV | 1 3 5 | 


— — — 


——_ GY \ * 5 
_ . 3 
a r ow — 00 — —— VE. — — ip . 
3 . — 
- 7 ” « 5 8 
* 0 
"—_ E u * _—_ —— " 5 — : K 0 5 , 
22 2 — —_— gy — — — — - 5 22 Pg — — — OR — * —_—_ a> — 
= * 1 * A S 
2 : 7 9 : TR 
5 7 , : / ET ; 
* N * ” * 
\ 5 «x 
5 Y > 1 
n wo 4 0 
5 $74 1 
+ & * y 4 wr Od 
* : *. +. 
* « 1 *. a 0 Fa 1 
x 2 
* = 
4 5 <5 
a x 3 
1 * 
* . 5 
wo # 4 - A _ 
c — x55 
+ 44 
1 2 
* ; * $ 
1 a 


—— YC eee ets aloe 
2 - . 
— 2 — 

9 » "* 


_ 


: - fore. its duty torſce. that no abuſes were the c 


| E were, ſtated to have languiſhed in 


* 
d © 


5 ection, 25 93 the tur 


— 
> — — 


| | 5 
| 
i 
F : 

1 ; . - 
f * . 

— ef 
+; N 
1 
| 872 4. ] 
t | - 
1 
n 
$010 
WHEL | 6 
. 17 | 
FL H 
1 : + 
j +34; 
! 1 : 

: +3 

Hl 


4.) 


quence of that ſuſpenſion... 5 
Would the Hon. Secretary have N wret 


of poverty, make application to the | 
MOSS SON | 115 was 10 Fair 2755 


ey to withdraw.— 
e thought the obſervations or notes of the Tra- 
verſe Jury, which had. been improperly. pak the 4 8 


. ought not to be withbeld. When 
All the papers upon the ſubje&. were before the 
1 1 ap it Tg then be competent to determine 


Whether a Committee of the whole Houle or a Spe- 


_ cial Committee ought. to be appointed to make 
that enquiry, either at the bar of the Houſe or 
- Otherwiſe, which compaſſion to the ſufferings of 
' theſe oppreſſed priſoners, and the nature or the 


- et demanded. 


Mr. MaIxwaRIxe oo to 18 whether the 5 
Hon, Gentleman ho ſpoke laſt expected the Rates 
ment alluded to ſhould be one of the papers within : 
the meaning of the motion? If fo, he would op- 
pole it. It was a paper which. relied on no autho- 
rity, being put into bis hand only as he was 


coming down to the Houſe, by a perſon 1 in no N 
| official ſituation 


Mr. SnzerIDAN reprobated ſuch 3 and 
© evaſive ſubterſuges. The grand queſtion was, whe- 
ther the facts contained in that ſtatement were 
eee in truth or not? 1 his could . be af- 

"2 certaited 
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certained 57 an 118 14. ache FED ode * 
prove the tements of "the Repott to de ſucorrect x ; 
and if it contained truth, was it not ſtränge that it 
ſhould be refuſed by | men who profetſed | thernſelves | | 
eaper to ſee the matter ſifted? 

The Serakkn ſugg reſted, that if che K emi: ; 
ber wiſhed to have the the paper ee tho 1 
: make a ſpecific motian; 1 8 . 7 
Mr. SHERIDAN then moved, e 


e the\ late god N e — - 
importing to be from the eee 7 the Traverls _ 
Tory of Middleſex, of the zoth of N 2 laſt, zo the | 9 
pfreſent Jury, be be laid before the Houle?” 5 5 


| The ATTORNEY Genera oppoſed i it; bends: 
of opinion, that this paper could not be regularly _ 
laid before the Houſe, it being the deed, not . 
W the Jury acting e# officio, for their power had ex- 
bired previous to the date of this I; but i 
of certain individuals. 1 
Sir F. Bun pDzEræ contended, that it was the duty . 
of the Houſe to avail themſelves of every oppor- 
tunity of getting at the truth, without ſtraining at 
nice and quibbling diſtinctions. It was highly -. 
important that the Houſe ſhould be in poſſeſſion of 
both papers, as there was an eſſential difference in 
the complexion of the firſt and ſecond repreſentation _ 
of the Traverſe Jury. His object in bringing the 
motion before the Houſe was, the fituation of 
perſons not charged with any crime whatever, and 
therefore, he regietted, that the ſufferings of any 
other diſcription of priſoners had been thoughe | 
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neceſſary to be introduced, 
Mr. Wixpnam conſidered the papers uſeleſs, ” 
e 2 TROY mons. Jr, | 
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Ms; a de abjed x 1 to ch 0 
r, not only on account of 


ie produſi 2 the 


e dignity of the 


Jou ec, but allo oh account of the Juſtice and 
F of its proceedings, both Which would, be 


. affefted were thie Houſe to entertain a pa 
{ Bk through ſuch a medium, 
to the perſon who had 3 it to the 
mber, and pointed. out ifs. irregularity, | 
Mr. Yor xx conſidered the Papers as uſeleſs, be- 
ing merely the repreſentation of a private individual. 
Mr. SHERIDAN- withdrew his motion; in lieu 


. 


er com- 
He then proceeded 


© whereof he gave notice, that he ſhould; on a fu- 
ing Mr. Dickie and his 


tae day, move for examini 
© companions 'of the Traverſe 


e Jury, on the ROI 
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SIR, 


54 "HAVE read with a degree of ſatisfaction not to es 


' preſſed, the report of your ſpeeches on Friday, in ſup- 


port of Sir Francis Burdett's motion for an inquiry into 
the condition of the wretched priſoners in the Houſe of 
Correction, in Coldbath-Fields. Having bees the firſt to 
pübliſh an account of the melancholy ſtate to which the __ 
unfoxtunate inhabitants of that place, the proper name k 
Which we are forbidden to pronounce, abd having ineffec- _ 
tually endeavoured to intereſt the ſympathy of the Public . 
in behalf of ſuffering humanity, more than three years fince, _ 
I I] cannot but enjoy a more than common gratification, 
| when I behold the ſame cauſe eſponſed by thoſe mighty _ 
abilities which have heretofore commanded the admiration. . 
ol an aſtoniſhed Senate and an applauding Public) / 
It is not every queſtion that admits: of the ſame brilliant 
_ diſplay of thoſe unrivalled powers which kindled the in- 


dig na tion of the world againſt an adran Governor; yet, 


ſurely a heart, fraught with thoſe noble feelings which 
_ "adorn and dignify your nature, will find abundant matter 

to intereſt it in bringing to juſtice another Governor, who s 
ſo often been arraigned at the bar of the Public, but Who 
has always found zealous defenders among thoſe whoſe 


ſituation and duty equally demanded a different line f 


conduct. 


Ci.rcumſtaneed as this priſon is, and differing as it does 
from all others in this country, it eſpecially behoves thoſe 
who do not wiſh to ſee this once fair and free land covered 


with baſtilles and inquiſitions, to take care that its internal. 
management be not committed to men capable of * aggra- 
_ vating the ſufferings of their fellow- creatures, either 15 


a natural depravity of diſpoſition, from motives of ſordid | 
lucre, or a ſtill more dangerous bias, from a baſe defire 


to conciliate the favour of certain perſons, who, perhaps, 


are pleaſed to ſee an overweening zeal in the inflition of 
_ thoſe reſtraints and ſeverities, which, in the opinion of 
many, ſome of its inhabitants do not deſerve. = 5 
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at the priſons of London and Middleſex, 1 Ti 
are under the government and contronl of the Sheriffs, 
who, being annual officers, and, after a few months, return- 
ing to the mals of their fellow-citizens, are accountable td 
them, and generally, indeed almoſt always, govern the 
priſon with propriety; but this priſon is under the juriſ- 
diction of the Juſtices of the Police of Middleſex, who 25 
point a Committee, who again appoint a Chairman, „5 
by conſtantly attending, may be able to lead and influence 
_ the de and, being from time to time continued, 

may be regarded as virtu ay the Governors of the priſon... 
This, many «perſons apprehend, ſufficiently : accounts for 
the management of;the Penitentiary Houſe, 

It will alſo not be forgotten, that a ecrtain Member bar. 
declared in a Pamphlet of his to the Public, that“ be would 
heap reftraint upon ræſtraint, (Auglice, for ture upon ter- = 

ture, ) till the mind of the priſaner was *©* completely ſubdugd, 15 
which indeed I take to be the firſt great priaciple =. 
ater nal practice of the Inquiſition, which has ever been 
held in ſuch juſt reprobation by Engliſhmen.  _ _ 

LIBER TT, RiGnaT; and REL1G10N can never be ex- . 
8 tinguiſhed by fine, or by open pulbic pain and penalty : it 
is cloſe priſons, and ſuch like ſeverities, that only can in⸗ 
jare them, which, it is ſbrewdly ſuſpected, is what makes 
ſome perſons ſo fond of them, and ſo very zealouy in their 

_ defence; Enough; I leave the reſt to your ſuperior 
_ wiſdom-and unabated efforts, to meliorate the condition = 

the oppteſſed and wretched.” 1 pray to God, to direct 
them. „ 33. 1.4 

cannot condude. without dillon my ost gratefa 
thanks to thoſe truly reſpectable Juries,who have, To much 
to their own hotiour, and ſo highly to the credit of their 


2 


1 country, lately inveſtigated the interior of this pr ſon. May Ry q 


their example ſtimulate ſucceeding Juries, and may the 
Houſe of Commons, the natural Guardians of the liberties 
and rights of the People, ſanction by their votes the general — 
voice, by ialtitutiut a ſtlict and proper inveſtigation \ of tho = 
ki prPR ally complained of. | ' 

Wd 14, 1800. N Cunisrornzn inen 3 
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